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Brussels, 22-05-2026 

To:  Minister Hildegarde Naughton   
 Minister James Lawless 

(Sent by email)  
 
 

Representation of the Teaching Profession at the Education, Youth, 

 Culture and Sport Council 

 

Dear Minister Naughton and Minister Lawless  

From 1st July to 31st December 2026, Ireland will hold the Presidency of the Council of the 
European Union – "a central leadership role at the heart of EU decision-making" (Presidency of the 
Council of the European Union | Ireland.ie). 

For six months, "Ireland will guide negotiations, broker agreement between Member States, and 
help deliver EU laws and policies that affect the daily lives of more than 450 million people".  

The Irish presidency occurs at a time of very significant challenge for teachers, lecturers and, 
indeed, public education systems and the social contract across Europe. For example: 

• the values, implicit and explicit, that inform education policies at national and European 
levels are those of the marketplace rather than the schoolroom/lecture hall. 

• a narrow conceptualisation of competitiveness dominates policymakers’ thinking, resulting 
in a reductionist view of the potential and purpose of education. 

• curricular programmes are being curtailed and professional autonomy/academic freedom 
are being restricted. 

• the inadequacy of public investment in education is giving rise to deteriorating 
infrastructure, teacher shortages and unsustainable workloads. 

• inordinate pressure for early adoption of AI-enabled technologies is being exercised by "big 
tech" companies intent on marketisation of education and the EU has displayed weakness 
in response to this pressure, as evidenced by proposed dilution of regulatory protection for 
education (Digital Omnibus). 

https://www.ireland.ie/en/eu/eu_presidency/
https://www.ireland.ie/en/eu/eu_presidency/
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• anti-democratic forces, both internal and external, are engaged in a coordinated and 
heavily funded campaign to undermine democratic governance, processes and institutions, 
at both national and EU levels. 

• there is a worrying lack of urgency across Europe, at all levels, to make education and 
teachers a top strategic priority, at the same level as defence and energy.  The Draghi report 
was very clear about making teachers and education a top priority. Education and teachers 
are the foundation for an independent, democratic and innovative Europe and need to be 
treated as such. 

During the Irish Presidency, a new Education Package will be unveiled. This will include the Schools 
Alliance, Basic Skills Action Plan and the EU Teachers’ Agenda. Every element of the Education 
Package and all associated policies should be shaped by the UNESCO Santiago Consensus 
(adopted at the World Summit on Teachers, Santiago de Chile, August 2025) which establishes two 
important principles: 

1. It recognises “the teacher-student relationship as common heritage of humanity and a 
beacon of relationality in a context of increasing digital transformation, which must serve 
humanity and should not undermine the essential role of socialisation and human 
interaction in education.” 

2. It states that governments should "establish permanent, inclusive and transparent 
mechanisms for social dialogue between governments and democratically elected 
representatives of teachers, including trade unions, in order to promote a genuine 
participatory and constructive decision-making process at all stages of policy making and 
implementation.” 

In this context we would urge the Irish Presidency to prioritise and press for a strong Council 
recommendation on enhancing the attractiveness of the teaching profession. 

We have had encouraging conversations with the Commission on the application of these 
principles, but the teaching profession needs to have these conversations with all the major 
European institutions - including the Council of Ministers - to ensure that we, in Europe, adopt and 
implement, as a matter of urgency, the necessary policies to give effect to them. Any effort to shape 
an EU Teachers Agenda without the structured involvement of the teaching profession, as 
represented by the teacher and education unions, would be both regrettable and regressive and 
would send a very clear negative message to all teachers across Europe. 

In Ireland, the education unions (ASTI, IFUT, INTO and TUI) are the acknowledged voice of the 
profession, of practitioners committed to providing public education of the highest quality to our 
students across all levels of the Irish education system. At European level, through membership of 
the European Trade Union Committee for Education (ETUCE) – the recognised partner for teachers 
and lecturers in sectoral social dialogue for the education sector – the Irish unions purposefully and 
consistently maintain and extend this positive, ethical, professional commitment.  
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In the context of the Irish Presidency, we believe that we have a valuable contribution to make. We 
would therefore respectfully request that the Irish education unions and ETUCE be included in the 
list of key stakeholders invited to meetings of the Education, Youth, Culture and Sport Council. 

We would be grateful for a positive response to this request.     

Yours sincerely,  

 

 ETUCE  ETUCE  ASTI 

 
 

 
 

 

John MacGabhann 
President 

Jelmer Evers 
Director 

Kieran Christie  
General Secretary  
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General Secretary 

John Boyle  
General Secretary 
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General Secretary  
 

 
 
 
 


