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AS ADOPTED 
 

72nd Executive Board meeting, 21-23 April 2026 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD RESOLUTION: CALL FOR AN 
IMMEDIATE AND SUSTAINABLE CEASEFIRE AND THE 
PROTECTION OF STUDENTS AND EDUCATION WORKERS 
IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
 
 
 
Considering that the recent negotiations held in Islamabad during the two-week ceasefire between 
the United States of America, Israel, and Iran concluded without a viable or sustainable peace 
agreement; lamenting the failure to transform this ceasefire into a permanent arrangement; 
affirming that any ceasefire must be comprehensive and lead to full de-escalation; and stressing 
with grave concern that it must explicitly include Lebanon, where ongoing Israeli military assaults 
linked to the regional escalation have already caused severe human, social, and infrastructural 
consequences; 
 
Considering that the ongoing war across the Middle East continues to cause unacceptable loss of 
civilian life, widespread trauma, forced displacement, and the destruction of critical civilian 
infrastructure; 
 
Considering that this situation has also generated severe economic disruption across the region, 
including inflation, loss of income, delayed or unpaid salaries, and the erosion of public services, 
further exacerbating the vulnerability of educators, students, and their families; 
 
Considering that schools, universities, and other public education facilities have been damaged, 
destroyed, or rendered inaccessible, depriving millions of children and young people of their 
fundamental right to education; 
 
Considering that teachers, education support personnel, and students are among those most 
severely affected, facing violence, intimidation, insecurity, unpaid or disrupted livelihoods, and the 
collapse of safe and stable learning environments; 
 
Considering that international humanitarian law, international human rights law, and relevant 
United Nations resolutions oblige all parties to conflict to protect civilians, civilian infrastructure, 
and essential public services, including education; 
 
Considering that education is a cornerstone of peace, social cohesion, resilience, and long-term 
stability, and that attacks on education endanger the future of entire generations. 
 
Education International hereby urgently resolves to: 
 

1. Call for an immediate and sustained ceasefire and the full de-escalation of hostilities across 
the Middle East. 
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2. Demand full respect for international humanitarian law and international human rights law, 
including the protection of civilians, the prohibition of attacks on schools and universities, 
and adherence to the principles of distinction, proportionality, and necessity. 

 
3. Reaffirm that schools, universities, and all education facilities are protected civilian spaces 

and must never be targeted under any circumstances. 
 

4. Insist on the protection of teachers and education workers from violence, persecution, 
harassment, and intimidation, enabling them to carry out their professional duties safely 
and with dignity. 

 
5. Call on all parties to ensure safe, unhindered, and sustained humanitarian access to 

affected populations, with particular attention to children, students, teachers, and 
education workers. 

 
6. Urge the international community to intensify coordinated diplomatic action to secure the 

ceasefire and pursue a just, lasting, and peaceful resolution grounded in international law 
and human rights. 

 
7. Call for the mobilisation of adequate and sustained resources for emergency relief and 

education in crisis, prioritising civilians, students, teachers, and education workers affected 
by war, displacement, and economic collapse. 

 
Education International further calls on its Member Organisations to: 
 

8. Continue contributing to the Education International Solidarity Fund, where possible, in a 
spirit of global union solidarity, to support education unions and education workers in the 
countries most affected by conflict across the Middle East. 

 
9. Increase advocacy and political pressure on their respective governments to support a 

ceasefire, uphold international humanitarian law, and take concrete action to end attacks 
on civilians and education. 

 
10. Advocate for increased and sustained financing for education in emergencies, including 

through mechanisms such as Education Cannot Wait (ECW), to ensure continuity of learning 
and the protection of education systems in crisis contexts. 

 
Education International reaffirms its commitment to: 
 

11. Continue mobilising advocacy, solidarity, and international action to defend the right to 
education and the rights of teachers and education workers in situations of conflict and 
crisis. 

12. Continue supporting the struggles of education unions against authoritarianism 
and for democratic and union rights.  

 
Education International further resolves that post-conflict recovery must include: 
 

• Restoration and reconstruction of damaged and destroyed education infrastructure; 
• Psychosocial support for students, teachers, and education workers affected by trauma; 
• Rebuilding strong, equitable, inclusive, and quality public education systems; 
• Meaningful involvement of teachers and their trade unions in recovery and education 

reform. 
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