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Statement of Condemnation Issued by the Arab Cross Regional Structure

The Arab Structure in Education International expresses its strong condemnation and firm
denunciation of the arbitrary measures taken by the Israeli occupation authorities against the Education
International delegation, which was heading to Palestine to participate in the commemoration of the
International Day of Education and to express solidarity with Palestinian teachers in light of the
systematic targeting they are subjected to.

The prevention of the delegation—which included the Secretary General of Education International, Mr.
David Edwards, along with leaders of education unions from various countries around the world—from
crossing through the Al-Karama/King Hussein Bridge, the detention of its members for long hours, their
interrogation, and the confiscation of their passports before forcing them to return to Jordan,
constitutes a blatant violation of trade union and academic freedoms, as well as a clear assault on the
right to international solidarity.

This repressive conduct reflects a systematic policy adopted by the Israeli occupation aimed at isolating
Palestinian education from its international environment and preventing the transmission of the truth
about what Palestinian teachers, students, and educational institutions are enduring—destruction,
repression, and deprivation of the most basic educational rights—in flagrant violation of all international
conventions and agreements, particularly those that guarantee freedom of trade union activity, freedom
of movement, and academic exchange.

As the Arab Structure affirms its full solidarity with Palestinian teachers and their unions, it calls upon
the international community, global education federations, human rights organizations, and relevant
United Nations agencies to assume their moral and legal responsibilities and to adopt firm positions to
put an end to this repeated crime committed by the Israeli occupation and to hold those responsible
accountable.

The Arab Structure further stresses that attempt to silence the free educational voice and to block
solidarity delegations will not succeed in breaking the will of teachers nor in obscuring the truth. On the
contrary, they will only strengthen the determination of the Arab and international education trade
union movement to continue supporting Palestinian teachers and defending their right to freedom,
dignity, and justice.

Long live teachers... freedom for Palestine and for all oppressed people.
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