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ETUCE report 
Education priorities of the 
Spanish Council Presidency

On 1 July 2023, the Spain took over the Presidency of the Council of the European Union until 31 December 2023. The motto is: “Europe, closer”

An 18-month programme of the Council, prepared by the “Trio-Presidency” (Spain, Belgium and Hungary) provides a policy framework for the 3 presidencies for the period of 1 July 2023 and  31 December 2024. The Trio will work for: 
·  strengthening lifelong learning opportunities, 
· making education and training – including digital education and training – inclusive and accessible to all;
· re-skilling and up-skilling opportunities for European citizens to prepare them to cope with future transformations in society, the economy and the labour market;
· further developing digital education and training.

Website of the Spanish Presidency:  Spanish Presidency of the Council of the European Union (europa.eu)
Upcoming events of the Presidency on education and training: Events (europa.eu)
Programme of the Presidency: The Spanish presidency programme (europa.eu)

Priorities of the Spanish Presidency

· Reindustrialise the EU and ensure its open strategic autonomy;
· Advance in the green transition and the environmental adaptation
· Promoting greater social and economic justice
· Strengthening European unity
Main priorities in education, training and research

Related to education, training and research the Swedish Presidency will focus on:
· Completing the mid-term review of the European Education Area 2025 by promoting its social, democratic, and digital pillars.
· Contributing to the European Year of Skills 2023 project: professional training, ongoing training and lifelong learning, and improving the integration of companies into the training system
· Equitable access to quality education, education in European values, and the link with the European Year of Skills.
· Promoting Council Conclusions on the contribution of education to strengthening common European values and democratic citizenship
· Proposing two Council Recommendations on improving digital skills in education and training and on the key enabling factors for successful digital education and training.
· In the sphere of higher education, the Presidency will support the development of online certificates recognized across the EU and the automatic recognition of professional qualifications. Related event: 2nd European University Alliance Forum (September in Barcelona)
· The Presidency will commit decisively to guaranteeing access to all sexual and reproductive rights, placing particular importance on promoting sexual education in the education and public health systems. 
Council meetings in relation to education, training and research

[bookmark: _Hlk29283810]Education, Youth, Culture and Sports Council:
23-24 November 2023
· Adoption of Conclusions on the contribution of education to strengthening common European values and democratic citizenship 
· Adoption of Council Recommendation on the key enabling factors for successful digital education and training
· Adoption of Council Recommendation on improving the provision of digital skills in education and training

[bookmark: _Hlk139544061]Employment and Social affairs Council 
27-28 November 2023: Information on Recommendation on an updated learning mobility framework
Other relevant events 
· 27-28 July Ministerial Meeting on Research: “Advancing together with knowledge and innovation towards a fairer  and more sustainable society”.
· 18-19 September Informal meeting of ministers for education and youth
· 3-4 October Education ministerial conference: The contribution of education to the promotion of common European values and democratic citizenship
· 23 - 24 October 2023 Conference: The European challenge for lifelong competence development: automatic mutual recognition of vocational training qualifications
· 2nd European University Alliance Forum (September in Barcelona)
· 19-20 October International Conference on the Future of Girls in STEAM
·  Ending sexual harassment in academia (Bilbao on 23-24 October).
· 25 October: Conference on Automatic recognition of vocational training qualifications
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